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» Marine Fisheries Census 2025 Goes Fully Digital with VYAS Apps

India has taken a significant leap in modernising its marine data infrastructure with
the launch of the Marine Fisheries Census (MFC) 2025 — now a fully digital exercise.

Unveiled on November, 2025, by Union Minister George Kurian in Kochi, the census

integrates real-time data collection, geo-referencing, and drone technology,
transforming how India documents and plans for the livelihoods of coastal

communities.
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» Post Payments Bank & EPFO Launch Free Doorstep Service

In a move set to enhance ease of living for senior citizens, India Post Payments
Bank (IPPB) and the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on November 2025 to provide free

doorstep submission of Digital Life Certificates (DLCs) for pensioners under the

Employees’ Pension Scheme 1995 (EPS-95).
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» Maldives Enacts World’s First Generational Smoking Ban

In a globally unprecedented move, the Maldives has implemented a generational smoking
ban, prohibiting anyone born after 1 January 2007 from buying, using, or being sold any

form of tobacco. Effective November 2025, this policy makes the Indian Ocean island

nation the first and only country with such a law in place, reflecting a radical push toward

public health protection and youth well-being.
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» Vishvajit Sahay Appointed as Controller General of Defence Accounts

Shri Vishvajit Sahay, a senior bureaucrat from the Indian Defence Accounts Service
(IDAS), took over as the new Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA). This
key appointment brings to the helm a civil servant with over 30 years of experience in

public administration and defence finance, at a time when the Indian defence sector

continues to modernise and expand financially. Shri Vishvajit Sahay is a 1990-batch
IDAS officer and an alumnus of St. Stephen’s College, University of Delhi. His long
administrative career spans critical financial, policy, and planning roles across central

ministries and defence establishments.
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> Jannik Sinner Reclaims World Number 1 with Paris Masters Win

Jannik Sinner has once again climbed to the pinnacle of men’s tennis, reclaiming the
ATP World Number 1 ranking after a commanding victory over Felix Auger-
Aliassime in the 2025 Paris Masters final. With a straight-sets win—6-4, 7-6 (4)—on
November, 2025, the Italian tennis star dethroned Carlos Alcaraz and further

cemented his dominance in the 2025 indoor season. The Paris Masters, one of the

most prestigious ATP 1000 tournaments, served as the stage for Sinner’s latest

triumph.
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» UPI Transactions Hit Record ¥27.28 Lakh Crore in October 2025

India’s digital economy reached a significant milestone in October 2025, with
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) transactions hitting a record ¥27.28 lakh crore in
value, according to data from the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
With 20.7 billion transactions processed during the month—Iargely driven by

festive shopping during Diwali—this marks the highest ever volume and value in

UPT’s history, underscoring its role as the backbone of India’s digital payments

ecosystem.
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» NLCIL inaugurates facilities as part of Special Campaign 5.0 1
NLC India Ltd. (NLCIL) inaugurated various community welfare initiatives as part “ *

of the Special Campaign 5.0. The new facilities, including a renovated walkers’
path and a state-of-the-art sports ground for the differently abled, were inaugurated
by NLCIL Chairman and Managing Director Prasanna Kumar Motupalli. The

initiatives marked the culmination of the month-long Special Campaign 5.0.
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